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Please pray on Mute as led by the Celebrant. 
 
CELEBRANT: Let us pray. Merciful God, who sent your 
messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet 
with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
ALL: In this holy Season of Advent 
We remember your coming to us in days of old, 
We watch for your coming within our hearts today, 
We await your coming again in the Great Consummation. 
In this season of remembering, watching, and waiting 
May you invite us into the silent Mystery 
of Your ever-abiding Presence. 
May we, this Advent season, remember you, keep watch 
for you, and prepare for your return. 
Amen. 

DEACON: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the 
presence of God and one another, in gratitude to hear the 
holy Word and share in the spiritual communion of Christ. 
In this celebration of Christ’s Advent, let us prepare 
ourselves in heart and mind to worship God, and entrust 
ourselves to the divine mercy. 
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Silence is kept. Then all pray together led by Deacon: 
 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you, 
Against one another, and against our Mother Earth. 
Although you have made us incarnations of your Love, 

We have not reflected your Divine Image in the 
world. 

Although you have called us to intimacy in Christ, 
We have shunned you in ourselves, in others, and 
in your Creation. 

Although you have poured upon us the Spirit of freedom 
We have preferred our slavery to our passions, 
greed, and complacency. 

Turn to us Lord, even when our hearts turn away from you. 
Forgive us for the harm we cause to the innocent, the 
vulnerable, the voiceless. 
Forgive us for the harm we inflict on the very planet that 
sustains us. 
Instill in us a spirit of repentance. 
Shake us from our complacency.  
Move us to act in accordance with your Will for the love 
of the planet and one another. 
Awaken in us the hope of the Resurrection, that recalling 
your boundless love for us we may love boundlessly in 
return. We ask this in the name of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
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CELEBRANT: + May almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
THE   LESSONS 

 
[LECTOR, PLEASE UNMUTE YOUR MIC] 

 
A Reading from Baruch [33:14-16] 
 
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O 
Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the glory 
from God. 
 
Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from 
God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the 
Everlasting; 
 
for God will show your splendor everywhere under 
heaven. For God will give you evermore the name, 
"Righteous Peace, Godly Glory." 
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Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 
look toward the east, 
 
and see your children gathered from west and east 
at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has 
remembered them. 
 
For they went out from you on foot, led away by their 
enemies; but God will bring them back to you, 
carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
 
For God has ordered that every high mountain and 
the everlasting hills be made low 
and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 
so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
 
The woods and every fragrant tree 
have shaded Israel at God's command. 
 
For God will lead Israel with joy, 
in the light of his glory, with the mercy and 
righteousness that come from him. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
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Canticle 16.        THE SONG OF ZECHARIAH [Luke 1: 68-79] 
 
Benedictus Dominus Deus 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
who has come to his people and set them free. 
 
who has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 
 
Through the holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
 
He promised to show mercy to our ancestors * 
and to remember the holy covenant. 
 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 
Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 
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You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most 
High, *for you will go before the Lord to prepare his 
way, 
 
To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 
In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death, *and to guide our feet into the way 
of peace. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: *as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 
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THE EPISTLE 
 

[LECTOR PLEASE UNMUTE YOUR MIC] 
 

Lector: A reading from the Letter to the Philippians [1:3-11] 
 
I	thank my God every time I remember you, constantly 
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of 
you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first 
day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who 
began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me 
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me 
in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, 
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how 
I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more 
and more with knowledge and full insight to help you 
to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 
you may be pure and blameless, having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 
 Thanks be to God! 
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THE GOSPEL 
 

GOSPELLER: + A reading from the Holy Gospel 
According to Luke [3:1-6] 

 

Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, 
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of 
the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 
"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley 
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.'" 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you Lord Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

KINDLY KEEP ALL MICS MUTED DURING SERMON. 
 

Fr. Vincent Pizzuto, PhD 
 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
All are invited to sit in silent communion with one another for several 
minutes. A bell will signal the beginning and end of our meditation.  
 
TÍRECHÁN’S CREED 

 
From The Patrician Texts from the Book of Armagh, 670AD 

Our God is the God of all, 
The God of heaven and Earth,  
The God of the sea and rivers, 
The God of the sun and moon,  
The God of all the heavenly bodies,  
The God of the lofty mountains,  
The God of the lowly valleys. 
God is above the heavens; 
And beneath the heavens. 
Heaven and Earth and sea,  
And everything that is in them,  
Such is the abode of the Holy One. 
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God inspires all things, 
 gives life to all things, 
 stands above all things,  
 And stands beneath all things. 
God enlightens the light of the sun,  
strengthens the light of the night and the stars, 
 makes wells in the arid land and dry islands in 
the sea, 

And places the stars in the service of the 
greater lights. 
God has a Son who is co-eternal 

and similar in all respects; 
And neither is the Son younger than the Father,  
Nor is the Father older than the Son; 
And the Holy Spirit breathes in them. 
And the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit  
are inseparable. Amen. 
 
THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 
Celebrant will invite us all into small groups for several 
minutes to exchange a sign of peace and get to know one 
another. If you are new to St. Columba’s we welcome you. If 
you are a member already, please extend a warm welcome to 
those in your group. 
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THE PRAYERS 
 

DEACON: The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

All Together: 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
DEACON: And for what or whom else shall we pray? 
 

All are invited to voice prayers before the community, 
or offer them in the silence of your heart. 
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[Unmute before speaking, then kindly mute again] 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE: 
 
DEACON: God hear us… 

  O God, graciously hear us. 
 

CELEBRANT CONCLUDES: 
 

Lord God, hear the prayers of your people: Those we have 
voiced in the presence of your Assembly, those we hold 
in the silence of our hearts, and those for which we have 
yet to find words. In gratitude and love we entrust 
ourselves to you who knows better than we the deepest 
needs of our hearts. We ask this in the name of Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

 

Led by Deacon 
 

O God you have given us the grace of this time with one 
another to celebrate your love in spiritual communion. 
In Christ, you promised that where two or three are 
gathered, you will be here among us. Even as we long 
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to be together in body, be now our spiritual body 
uniting us in heart and mind and spirit. In this time of 
pandemic, let longing for deeper communion with one 
another be the grace by which we come to know your 
deepest desire to be one with us.  Amen. 
 
CELEBRANT: Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
+ May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all both now and forever. Amen. 
 

DEACON: Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord in 
one another! Alleluia!  

 
Thanks be to God, Alleluia! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Permission to print / podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-727808. All rights reserved. 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE REACHED OUT  
TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRY! 

 

ONLINE DONATIONS MAY BE MADE TO OUR WEBSITE VIA PAY PAL  
OR CHECKS MAILED TO: 

 

ST. COLUMBA’S INVERNESS 
PO BOX 430 

INVERNESS, CA 
94937 

__________________________________ 
 

VIRTUAL CHAPEL ONLINE OFFERINGS 
 

IF YOU ARE NEWLY JOINING US  
Please go to our website’s VIRTUAL CHAPEL to access all of our 

online offerings or to register your name and email to be 
informed of our future offerings: 

www.stcolumbasinverness.org 
 

NEED PASTORAL ASSISTANCE? 
Please Email Anna Haight  

who can help direct your needs to the right person: 
annahaight@stcolumbasinverness.org 
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BOOK OF LIFE PAGE CONTRIBUTIONS NOW AVAILABLE! 
 

KINDLY CONSIDER SUPPORTING OUR TREE OF LIFE 

MEMORIAL BELL TOWER BY DONATING A PAGE IN THE  
“BOOK OF LIFE” IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE 

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR EMAIL (AND SPAM BOX) 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST BY 
DECEMBER 15TH 

 
 
 
 
 

BARRING A RISE IN COVID CASES OR NEW VARIANTS  
WE WILL HOLD 10AM IN-PERSON SERVICES WEEKLY 

VACCINATIONS ARE REQUIRED 
MASKING IS OPTIONAL 

UNTIL OTHERWISE NOTED 
_________________________________ 
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LOVE WINTER WHEN THE PLANT SAYS NOTHING 
PRAYING WHEN OUR HEARTS ARE ON ICE 

 

AN ONLINE LECTURE AND INTERVIEW  
ON THOMAS MERTON 

 

JONATHAN MONTALDO & FR. VINCENT PIZZUTO 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2021 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS AT ST. COLUMBA'S, INVERNESS 
 

Please consult Welcome page of the St. Columba’s 
website for schedules and updates. 
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COFFEE WITH JESUS 
Take few minutes to get your favorite morning 
beverage and return to us for coffee hour small group 
conversation. 

 
For those who would like to join us we will be breaking 
up into small groups to reflect on the Good Shepherd 
before coming back to share with the larger group. 


