
 

MORNING PRAYER 
ST. COLUMBA’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

FR. VINCENT PIZZUTO, PRESIDING 
 

BEFORE THE LITURGY 
 
 
Welcome to St. Columba’s Virtual Chapel, Morning 
Prayer Service. We invite you to light a small candle 
to have with you during our service this morning.  
 
 
If you are new to us we extend a warm welcome. 
During out Exchange of Peace we will take a few 
moments to break into small groups to welcome 
newcomers and introduce one another. 
 
 
As you enter the virtual chapel, please keep your 
microphone on mute unless you are speaking to 
avoid the distraction of background noise. 
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MORNING PRAYER 
 
After a period of silence, the chiming of the bell will indicate the 
start of our service. 
 

CELEBRANT: Rend your hearts not your garments. Return 
to the Lord your God who is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of 
God and one another, in gratitude to hear the holy Word 
and share in the spiritual communion of Christ. In this 
season of longing and repentance, let us prepare ourselves 
in heart and mind to worship God, and entrust ourselves to 
the divine mercy. 
 
Silence is kept. Then all pray together: 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
against one another, and against our Mother Earth. 
Although you have made us incarnations of your 
Love, 

We have not reflected your Divine Image in 
the world. 



 

 
3 

Although you have called us to intimacy in Christ, 
we have shunned you in ourselves, in others, 
and in your Creation. 

Although you have poured upon us the Spirit of 
freedom 

we have preferred our slavery to our passions, 
greed, and complacency. 

Turn to us Lord, even when our hearts turn away 
from you. 
Forgive us for the harm we cause to the innocent, 
the vulnerable, the voiceless. 
Forgive for the harm we inflict on the very planet 
that sustains us. 
Instill in us a spirit of repentance. 
Shake us from our complacency.  
Move us to act in accordance with your Will for the 
love of the planet and one another. 
Awaken in us the hope of the Resurrection, that 
recalling your boundless love for us we may love 
boundlessly in return. 
We ask this in the name of Christ Jesus. 
 
Amen. 
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CELEBRANT: + May almighty God have mercy on 
you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in 
eternal life. 

Amen. 
 
CELEBRANT: O Lord open my lips! 

And my mouth will proclaim your praise! 
 
CELEBRANT: + Glory to You O Eternal Source, Divine 

Savior, and Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning is now and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 
THE   LESSONS 

 
[LECTOR, PLEASE UNMUTE YOUR MIC] 

 
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel 
 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he 
brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 
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me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said 
to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: 
O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD .  Thus says 
the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD .” 
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as 
I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; 
but there was no breath in them. Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live.”  
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I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 
 
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you 
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD. 
 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 



 

 
7 

 
PSALM 130 
      

[PLEASE PRAY PSALM WITH MICS MUTED] 
 

ALL PRAY ITALICIZED PORTION 
 

 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 
  Lord, hear my voice! 
 Let your ears be attentive 
  to the voice of my supplications! 
	 
If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 
  Lord, who could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with you, 
  so that you may be revered. 
	 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
  and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord 
 more than those who watch for the morning, 
 more than those who watch for the morning. 
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O Israel, hope in the LORD! 
 For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
 and with him is great power to redeem. 
It is he who will redeem Israel 
 from all its iniquities. 
	
 
THE EPISTLE 
 

[LECTOR PLEASE UNMUTE YOUR MIC] 
 
A reading from the Letter to the Romans 
 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, 
since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
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dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 
THE GOSPEL 
 
DEACON: + A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to John. 
 

 Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was 
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, 
he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, 
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he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather 
it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was. 
 
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to 
Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the 
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you 
going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during 
the day do not stumble, because they see the light 
of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.” After saying this, 
he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The 
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, 
he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he 
was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe.  
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But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, 
that we may die with him.” 
 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that 
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha 
said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.” 
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When she had said this, she went back and called 
her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when 
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. The 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he 
loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he 
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept 
this man from dying?” 
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Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if 
you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having 
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 
Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 
DEACON: + The Gospel of The Lord. 

Praise to you Lord Christ. 
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SERMON 
Fr. Vincent Pizzuto 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
All are invited to make their candle visible for all to see 
as we hold communion with one another in meditative 
silence for five minutes. A bell will signal the beginning 
and end of our meditation.  
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TÍRECHÁN’S CREED 
 

From The Patrician Texts from the Book of Armagh, 670AD 
Our God is the God of all humans, 
The God of heaven and Earth,  
The God of the sea and rivers, 
The God of the sun and moon,  
The God of all the heavenly bodies,  
The God of the lofty mountains,  
The God of the lowly valleys. 
God is above the heavens; 
And beneath the heavens. 
 
Heaven and Earth and sea,  
And everything that is in them,  
Such he has as his abode. 
 
God inspires all things, 
 gives life to all things, 
 stands above all things,  
 And stands beneath all things. 
God enlightens the light of the sun,  
 strengthens the light of the night and the 
stars, 
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 makes wells in the arid land and dry islands 
in the sea, 
 And places the stars in the service of the 
greater lights. 
 
God has a Son who is co-eternal with himself; 
And similar in all respects to himself; 
And neither is the Son younger than the Father,  
Nor is the Father older than the Son; 
And the Holy Spirit breathes in them. 
And the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit  
are inseparable. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 
Fr. Vincent will invite us all into small groups for several 
minutes to exchange a sign of peace and get to know one 
another. If you are new to St. Columba’s we welcome 
you. If you are a member already please extend a warm 
welcome to those in your group. 
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THE PRAYERS 
 
DEACON: The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People Together: 
 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
They will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For  thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever.  Amen. 
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DEACON: And for what else shall we pray? 
 
[Unmute before speaking, then kindly Mute again] 
 
All are invited to voice prayers before the community, 
or offer them in the silence of your heart. 

 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE: Be merciful, O God, be merciful. 
 
CELEBRANT CONCLUDES: 
 

Lord God, hear the prayers of your people: Those we 
have voiced in the presence of your Assembly, those 
we hold in the silence of our hearts, and those for 
which we have yet to find words. In gratitude and love 
we entrust ourselves to you who knows better than 
we the deepest needs of our hearts. We ask this in the 
name of Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
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GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 
Celebrant and People Together 
 
O God you have given us the grace of this time with 
one another to celebrate your love in spiritual 
communion. In Christ, you promised that where 
two or three are gathered, you will be here among 
us. Even as we long to be together in body, be now 
our spiritual body uniting us in heart and mind 
and spirit. And let our longing for deeper 
communion with one another be the grace by 
which we come to know your deepest desire to be 
one with us.  Amen. 
 
CELEBRANT: Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CELEBRANT: + And may the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all both now and forever. 
 
Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
Recorded by Ann McChesney-Young and the Zoom Choir! 

 
DEACON: Let us bless the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 

Canticle Q:  A Song of Christ’s Goodness 

(Ann, John, Amber):  

Jesus, as a mother you gather your people / to you: 

   You are gentle with us as a mother with / her children; 

Often you weep over our sins / and our pride: 

   tenderly you draw us from hatred and / judgement. 

 

All : You comfort us in sorrow and bind up / our wounds: 

   in sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk / you feed us. 

Jesus, by your dying we are born / to new life: 

   by your anguish and labour, we come forth in / joy. 

 

Despair turns to hope through your / sweet goodness: 

   through your gentleness, we find comfort / in fear. 

Your warmth gives life / to the dead: 

   your touch makes sinners / righteous. 

 

Lord Jesus, in your mer/cy heal us: 

   in your love and tenderness, / remake us. 

In your compassion, bring grace / and forgiveness: 

   for the beauty of heaven, may your love pre/pare us. 

 
Words: St. Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109); Music: George Emblom 

Enriching Our Music, RiteSong 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE REACHED OUT TO 
SUPPORT OUR MINISTRY! 

 
ONLINE DONATIONS MAY BE MADE OUR WEBSITE VIA PAY PAL  

OR CHECKS MAILED TO: 
 

ST. COLUMBA’S CHURCH 
PO BOX 430 

INVERNESS, CA 
94930 

 
______________________ 

STUDY ONLINE 
 

APOCALYPSE NOW 
A CRITICAL STUDY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC 

 
An Online five-week course 
Mondays, 10:00 – 12:00pm 
From April 6 – May 4, 2020 

______________________ 
NEED PASTORAL ASSISTANCE? 

Please Email Anna Haight  
who can help direct your needs to the right person: 

 

annahaight@stcolumbasinverness.org 
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VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR 
 
Take several minutes to get your favorite morning 
beverage and return to us for coffee hour. 
 

 
 
 
For those who would like to join us we will be breaking 
up into small groups to discuss the theme of Fr. Vincent’s 
Sermon before coming back to share with the larger 
group. 
 


