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THE CELTIC RITE OF NEW SKELLIG® 
A CONTEMPLATIVE EUCHARISTIC LITURGY 

 
Structured on the Gallican Rite, this liturgy has its roots in the Celtic Christian tradition that 
flourished in North Western Europe from the 4th to the 11th Centuries. Adapted for 

contemporary usage, its language reflects a modern cosmology and 
incarnational theology which celebrates the deification of humanity 
through Christ who “is all and is in all” (cf. Colossians 3:11 & 
Ephesians 1:23). Its overall movement and distinctive characteristics 
engage the senses and encourage a fully embodied participation in the 
liturgy. From the gathering of priest and people together, to the 
proclamation of the Word, and, par excellence, in the consecration of 

the Eucharist, the entire liturgy becomes a celebration and realization of our deification in 
Christ. Thus, the liturgy evokes a contemplative spirit, allowing for punctuated silences 
between scripture readings as well as a period of meditative silence after Communion. The 
readings should be proclaimed slowly and vibrantly, allowing the congregation to listen deeply 
and share openly in our communal practice of Lectio Divina. 
 

Rubrics (i.e., little red instructions) throughout the liturgy invite the congregation into sacred 
time (kairos), encouraging full participation through movement, posture, and bodily prayer. 
Over time these become second-nature as the congregation learns to respond in heart, mind, 
and body to the communal dance of the eucharistic liturgy. To that end, in addition to prayer 
responses, it is customary for the congregation to bow at several distinctive moments, each of 
which signals the honoring of the Real Presence of Christ in our midst: 

† As the Processional Cross passes one’s pew during the Processional and Recessional 
† At the opening greeting between priest and people: “Beannaim Chriost ionat!” 
† When the priest genuflects at the consecration of Bread, and again, of the Wine 

 

It is also customary for the congregation to make the Sign of the Cross whenever indicated by 
a + in the rubrics. This is the most central body-prayer for the Christian in that it recalls at 
once the Triune God and the Paschal Mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection.  
 
Music, chant, and song may be incorporated as the talents of the community permit and BLUE 

SMALL CAPS indicate one should turn to their weekly printed hymnal. When not chanted, an 
antiphonal manner of praying or chanting the psalms is to be preferred. 
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MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR LITURGY 
The Jesus Prayer 

 
The Invocation of the Name or, more simply, the Jesus Prayer, is a prayer that can be 
traced back to the New Testament (Luke 18:10-14) with more explicit references dating to 
the early seventh century. The form of the prayer is brief: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.” Yet as long as the name “Jesus” is invoked, the prayer may be 
reduced to any portion of this phrase, as, for example, “Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy,” or 
simply “Jesus.” When praying the Jesus Prayer, one simply calls upon the name “Jesus” 
repeatedly in the heart. It may be whispered on the lips or invoked interiorly in silence. 
The prayer is not prayed as if to call Christ from a distant place. It is prayed to the 
indwelling Christ of whose body we are extensions. It is prayed to Jesus, intimately 
present, and thus should be prayed quietly, whispered softly as if to our beloved, not forced 
or strained. 
 
As thoughts, emotions, and memories arise you will find yourself distracted or you may 
realize at some point you have dropped the repetition of the name. Do not become anxious 
or frustrated. Simply return to the invocation of the name. Some find it helpful to associate 
the recitation of the name with their breathing. This can help ground your prayer in the 
silence of your body rather than in the chattiness of your mind. That is to say, allowing 
the prayer to ride upon your breath helps to ground you in the present moment by keeping 
you conscious of your body—uniting both body and mind in the cell of your heart. 
 
Inasmuch as Jesus is the Word of God, the Holy Spirit is the breath of God. As we pray the 
name of Jesus, we too breathe the Spirit, echoing the very love of God in whom Word and 
Spirit are spoken from all Eternity. Thus, the association of your prayer with your breath 
is a participation in the life of the triune God within you, and should thus instill a sense of 
peace and interior recollection. As you pray, you need not strain your breathing in any 
way. Breathe naturally, and if it feels right, repeat the name slowly and gently with each 
breath. 
 
When invoking the name, you need not attempt to conjure an image of Jesus but simply 
rest in his presence without any need for imaginative projections, thoughts, or concepts. 
With time and attention, you will find that the prayer begins to pray itself within you. 
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With every breath you will find the name breathing you. Over time the prayer begins to 
cultivate a pervasive intuition of the divine presence because to invoke Jesus, the Christ, is 
to invoke the Trinity. As St. Basil the Great observed, “The invocation of Christ is the 
confession of the whole, since it is clear that God is the one anointing, the Son is the one 
anointed, and the Spirit is the anointing, as we have learned from Peter in Acts: ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom God anointed with the Holy Spirt (10:38).’” Thus, to invoke the name of 
Jesus is to call upon the triunity of God’s holy presence. 
 
The Jesus Prayer can never ultimately be divorced from the liturgy or the sacramental life 
of the church because the interior cell of the heart and the communal sanctuary are deeply 
intertwined. Even the Desert Mothers and Fathers emerged weekly from their solitude to 
join the synaxis or “ingathering” for the celebration of the liturgy. Then as now, the 
sacraments celebrate and realize the hidden mystery of our deification and bring us into 
deeper connection with those who celebrate what it means to be Christ’s body. Like a 
continual heartbeat of the church, the liturgy is the place where the blood cells, dispersed 
throughout the body, are joined together in the chamber of the heart where they are 
rejuvenated and given new life-breath before being sent out again to vivify the whole body 
of Christ. It is here that the hidden mystery of our deepest identity as “other Christs” is 
celebrated and fully realized. 
 
 
 

 
 

© Fr. Vincent Pizzuto, Ph.D., all rights reserved for the text of the New Skellig liturgy, 2012.  
Please do not use this rite without permission and attribution. 
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PRELUDE 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 
PRELUDE – See below or refer to Music Bulletin 
 

Several minutes before the liturgy begins, meditative prelude music may begin to 
invite the Congregation to gather in quiet prayer. This may be in the form of the Celtic 
Lorica chant or another suitable hymn. The Altar candles are lit by the Acolyte. 

 
 
Celtic Lorica: The Deer’s Cry 

St. Pádraig’s Breast Plate 
 
CANTOR [chanting]: 
 
I bind unto my/self today *the strong Name / of the Trinity, 
+ by invocation / of the same, *the Three in One and \ One in Three. 
 

 
 
All [chanting]: 
 

I bind this day to/me forever, *by power of faith, Christ's/incarnation; 
His baptism in the/Jordan River; *His death on cross for/my salvation;  
His bursting from the/spiced tomb; *His riding up the/heavenly way;  
His coming on the/day of doom, *I bind unto my/self today.  
 
I bind unto my/self today, *the great love /of the Cherubim; 
the sweet "Well done" in/judgment hour, *the/service of the Seraphim; 
Confessor’s faith, /Apostle’s word, *the Patriarch’s prayers, the/Prophet’s scrolls; 
all good deeds un/to the Lord, *and purity of/ virgin souls. 
 
I bind unto my/self today *the virtues of the/starlit heaven 
the glorious sun's life/giving ray, the whiteness of the / moon at even; 
the flashing of the / lightning free, *the whirling wind's tem/pestuous shocks,  
the stable Earth, the / deep salt sea, *around the old /eternal rocks.  
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I bind unto my/self today *the power of God to / hold and lead 
his eye to watch, his / might to stay, *his ear to hearken / to my need. 
The wisdom of my / God to teach, *his hand to guide, his /shield to ward; 
the Word of God to / give me speech, his heavenly host to / be my guard.  
 
Against the demon / snares of sin, *the vice that gives temp/tation force; 
the natural lusts that /war within, *the hostile ones that /mar my course;  
or few or many, / far or nigh, *in every place, and / in all hours; 
against their fierce /hostility, *I bind to me these /holy powers; 
 
Against all Satan's /spells and wiles, *against false words of / heresy,  
against the knowledge / that defiles, *against the heart's / idolatry,  
against the wizard's /evil craft, *against the death wound /and the burning, 
the choking wave and / poisoned shaft, *protect me Christ, till / your returning.  
 
Christ be with me, /Christ within me, *Christ behind me, Christ /before me; 
Christ beside me, /Christ to / win me, *Christ to comfort /and restore me; 
Christ beneath me, /Christ above me, *Christ in quiet, /Christ in danger; 
Christ in hearts of / all that love me, *Christ in mouth of /friend and stranger.  
 
I bind unto my/self the Name, *the strong Name / of the Trinity;  
by invocation / of the same: * + The Three in One and / One in Three 
of whom all nature/ has creation: * Eternal Father, /Spirit, Word; 
praise to the Lord of / my salvation, *salvation is of / Christ the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 

A men.

Firefox file:///Users/annmcchesney-young/Desktop/Desktop Folders/St....
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ENTRANCE RITE 
 
THE PROCESSIONAL 

 
The priest or acolyte rings a bell to signal the congregation to stand for the Processional. 
The processional begins the great prayer of embodying Christ in the midst of 
congregation. It is customary for the congregation to reverence the Processional Cross 
with a bow and a + sign of the Cross as it passes them in the aisle. 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN – Refer to Music Bulletin 
 
The liturgical ministers process in and stand at their seats. 
 
PRIEST: Bowing: Beannaim Chriost ionat! (“I greet Christ in you”). 
 
ALL: Bowing in response: Beannaim Chriost ionat!1 
 
 

PENITENTIAL RITE 
 

PRIEST: In the name of the Three-in-One, and One-in-Three. 
 
ALL: Amen. 
 
One of the following greetings then introduces the penitential rite. 
 
PRIEST: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
name: through Christ our Lord.  
 

ALL: Amen. 
 
[OR] PRIEST: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the 

Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
ALL: And with your spirit. 
 

 
1 Pronounced: Ben-im Kreest in-ot 
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Then the priest introduces the penitential prayer: 
 
PRIEST: Let us pray. Bound in love to the triune God, let us call upon the Lord of 

our salvation and recollect in silence those times when we have failed to live 
as beings created for love, either because of that which we have done or for 
that which we have failed to do. 

 
Silent Reflection. 
 
PRIEST: Let us pray together then, to the God of Mercies. 
 
ALL:  Most merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you, 

against one another, and against our Mother Earth. 
Although you have made us incarnations of your Love, 

we have not reflected your Divine Image in the world. 
Although you have called us to intimacy in Christ, 

we have shunned you in ourselves, in others, and in your Creation. 
Although you have poured upon us the Spirit of freedom, we have preferred our 

slavery to our passions, greed, and complacency. 
 
Turn to us Lord, even when our hearts turn away from you. 
Forgive us for the harm we cause to the innocent, the vulnerable, the voiceless. 

Forgive us for the harm we inflict 
on the very planet that sustains us. 

Instill in us a spirit of repentance. 
Shake us from our complacency.  
Move us to act in accordance with your Will 

for the love of the planet and one another. 
Awaken in us the hope of the Resurrection,  

that recalling your boundless love for us  
we may love boundlessly in return. 

We ask this in the name of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
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The Priest (and other ministers as needed) bless congregation on their foreheads with holy 
water as one of the following or alternative is chanted: 
 
Kyrie Eleison 

 
Composed by The Rev. Vincent Pizzuto, PhD. 

[or]

 
 
Priest returns to the presider chair, pronounces absolution: 
 

PRIEST: + May almighty God have mercy on you, our Lord Jesus Christ anoint you 
with his peace, and by the power of the Holy Spirit raise you that you may die to sin. 
 

ALL: Amen. 

Ky ri e E le i son, Ky ri e E le i son,

Call Response

4
4

Chris te E le i son. Chris te E le i son.

Call Response

Ky ri e, Ky ri e, Chris te, Chris te,(E

Call Response Call Response

le i son, E le i son

Call All
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   Mar Isho Meshikha  

 
 

                                                   Words: The Jesus Prayer, Aramaic / Chant by The Rev. Dr. Vincent Pizzuto 
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GLORIA 
Priest leads congregation in one of the following Gloria’s or other SUITABLE HYMN. 
 
GLORIA I: GOD IN CREATION 
 

Glory to God in the Highest, 
And peace to all people on Earth. 
Loving God, your name is blessed  

from the rising of the sun to its setting; 
from the dawn of creation to its consummation; 

You give us breath to praise you, 
and from east to west all creatures reflect your glory. 

You send forth your Spirit  
and renew the heart of the Cosmos. 

From knowing to unknowing you reveal yourself in Christ, the Holy One: 
The Light which darkness cannot overcome; 
The Peace which the world cannot give; 
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; 
The Love of God, poured into Creation.  

And so, with one voice and one accord, we praise you Triune God: 
+ Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, now and forever. Amen.  

 
 
GLORIA II: GOD OF REDEMPTION 
 

Glory to God in the Highest, 
and peace to all people on Earth. 

O God, heavenly Light, almighty God, Creator;  
we worship you, 
we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ,  
Holy One of the Ages,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  

You take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Creator:  
receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One,  
You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God forever. 

Amen. 
 

 
 
COLLECT 
 
Using this or alternative seasonal collects… 
 
PRIEST: O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, look favorably upon your 
church throughout the world. By your mysterious providence, carry out in 
tranquility the plan of salvation; for all time belongs to you, and all Ages. We pray 
then, in the fullness of your time bring all things to perfection in Christ, through 
whom all things were made—who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God of Love, for ever and ever.  
 
ALL: Amen. 

 



 13 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Readings are taken from the Revised Common Lectionary of The Episcopal Church. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING 
 

LECTOR: A reading from the Book… 
 
Here the Lector proclaims the Old Testament Reading, then:  
 
LECTOR: Hear what the Spirit is saying! 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
PSALM CHANTED [or recited antiphonally] 
 
NEW TESTAMENT EPISTLE 
 

LECTOR: A reading from the Book… 
 
Here the Lector proclaims the Epistle, then:  
 
LECTOR: Hear what the Spirit is saying! 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
THE GOSPEL 
 
PRIEST:  Let us stand and greet Christ who comes to us in the proclamation of the 

Word. 
 
THE SEQUENCE HYMN – Refer to Music Bulletin 
 
If Gospeller is a deacon they first request a blessing from the priest. As the Gospeller processes 
with the Gospelary, led by the Crucifer, to the center of the congregation, in the midst of the 
People, from where the voice of Christ is proclaimed and heard.  
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GOSPELLER: Alleluia! (with optional refrain…) 
 
ALL:  Alleluia!  
 
GOSPELLER: The Lord be with you. 
 
ALL:  And with your spirit. 
 
GOSPELLER: † A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to N. 
 
ALL:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Using the right thumb, ALL make the sign of the Cross on their forehead, lips, and over 
their heart. This may be wordless or while praying silently these (or similar) words:  
+ make my thoughts, your thoughts; + my words your words; + my heart your 
heart. Then crossing the whole body: + make me your other self. 
 
Here the Gospeller proclaims the Gospel. Then: 
 

GOSPELLER:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
ALL:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Gospeller kisses the Gospelary praying quietly: 
 
GOSPELLER: May the words of the Gospel be made flesh in us. 
 

[or] May the words of the Gospel awaken us to the Word 
of Silence. 

 
 
COMMUNAL LECTIO DIVINA 

 
ALL are seated in contemplative silence. The Presider leads the community in voicing 
a word or phrase that spoke to their heart from the scriptures. The community 
follows, voicing the sacred word or words that spoke most powerfully to them. A 
communal immersion in silence invites all to practice contemplative listening to the 
Scriptures and to what the Spirit is saying to each of us in our hearing. There is 
wisdom in the community. 
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SERMON 
 

After the community has had an opportunity to share from their own hearts, the 
priest or deacon rises and preaches the sermon from the pulpit. 

 

 
 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
PRIEST: Let us stand and together proclaim our profession of faith, which has been 
handed down to us from ancient of days. 
 
 
I. THE NICENE CREED 

From the Council of Nicea-Constantinople, 325/381AD 
 
ALL: We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven: 
 
[All bow through italics]: 
 
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father. 
With the Father and the Son  
he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
+ We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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[or] II. TÍRECHÁN’S CREED 
From The Patrician Texts from the Book of Armagh, 670AD 

 
Our God is the God of all, 
The God of heaven and Earth,  
The God of the sea and rivers, 
The God of the sun and moon,  
The God of all the heavenly bodies,  
The God of the lofty mountains,  
The God of the lowly valleys. 
God is above the heavens; 
And beneath the heavens. 
 
Heaven and Earth and sea,  
And everything that is in them,  
Such is the abode of the Holy One. 
 
God inspires all things, 
gives life to all things, 
stands above all things,  
And stands beneath all things. 
God enlightens the light of the sun,  
strengthens the light of the night and the stars,  
makes wells in the arid land and dry islands in the sea, 
And places the stars in the service of the greater lights. 
 
God has a Son who is co-eternal; 
And similar in all respects; 
And neither is the Son younger than the Father,  
Nor is the Father older than the Son; 
And the Holy Spirit breathes in them. 
+ And the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit  
are inseparable. Amen. 
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BIDDING PRAYERS 
 
Priest informally invites prayers and suggests a prayerful response. At the conclusion the 
priest prays in these or similar words: 
 
 

PRIEST: Lord God, hear the prayers of your people; those which we have given 
voice, those which we hold in the silence of our hearts, and those for which we 
have yet to find words. We entrust these to you who knows better than ourselves 
our deepest needs, offered in the name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
ALL: Amen. 
 
 

THE OFFERING OF PEACE 
 

PRIEST: + Blessed be God, most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity. 
 

ALL: + And blessed be the Reign of God, now and forever. Amen! 
 

PRIEST: Lord, you taught us always to be reconciled with one another before 
bringing our gifts before your Altar. As we prepare to bring our gifts to you in the 
celebration of this Eucharist, let us strive to be faithful to your law of compassion: 
that we may forgive seven-times-seven, that we may love even our enemies and 
bless those who curse us. And where we struggle Lord, let our earnest striving be 
enough for you, who sent your Son Jesus to be a healing balm of love. In His Name, 
O God, have mercy. 
 

ALL: Amen. 
 
PRIEST: Beloved of Christ, the peace of the Lord be with you! 
 

ALL: And with your spirit. 
 

PRIEST: Let us embody Christ’s peace for one another. 
 
Here members of the community embrace one another in an exchange of Christ’s peace – 
a moment in which love, joy, and reconciliation is embodied in the world. A moment in 
which the Kingdom, like the smallest of mustard seeds, is made manifest, never to be erased 
from the history of the world. A robust exchange of peace is thus not an interruption of the 
liturgy but a sacramental moment that should be given appropriate time to allow for 
authentic sharing and heart-felt exchange. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
THE INVITATORY 
 

Using one of the following or other appropriate verse, the Priest proclaims an Invitatory Sentence as 
an invitation to the Liturgy of the Eucharist.    

† Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

† I appeal to you, beloved, by the mercy of God, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice, Holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
 

† In Jesus, the Son of God, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, let us 
hold firm to our profession of faith.  
 

† For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but who in 
every way has been tested as we are, apart from sin. Let us have no fear then, in approaching the 
throne of grace to receive mercy and grace to aid us in time of need. 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN – Refer to Music Bulletin 
 

As the usher takes up the offertory collection, the priest, assisted by a deacon or acolyte, 
prepares the Altar. The usher brings forward the gift offerings during the doxology: 
 

 
 
Once the collection is offered to the priest in the Sanctuary the Offertory Prayer begins. 

The Doxology Isaac Watts, Old 100th
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Priest holds patent with bread slightly raised: 
 

PRIEST: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. Through your goodness we have 
this bread to offer, which Earth has given and human hands have made. It 
will become for us the Bread of Life. 

 

ALL: Blessed be God forever. 
 

Priest mixing water and wine: 
 

PRIEST: By the mystery of this water and wine may we come to share in the divinity 
of Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity. 

 

Priest slightly raising chalice: 
 

PRIEST: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. Through your goodness we have 
this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of the human hands. It will 
become our spiritual drink. 

 
ALL: Blessed be God forever. 
 

Priest bows and prays: 
 

PRIEST (quietly): Lord God, we ask you to receive us and be pleased with the 
sacrifice we offer you with humble and contrite hearts. 

 

During lavabo: 
 

PRIEST (quietly): Wash me, O Lord, of my iniquity, and cleanse me of all my sin. 
 

Priest extends and then joins his hands, saying: 
 

PRIEST: Pray with me that this, our sacrifice, may be acceptable to our All-Loving 
God. 

 

ALL: May the Lord accept this sacrifice at our hands, 
for the praise and glory of God’s Name,  
for our good, and the good of all God’s Church. 

 
THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

The Priest then offers a prayer over the gifts in these or similar words: 
 

PRIEST: God of Love, we offer ourselves to you, in and through this Eucharist. By the 
celebration of these holy mysteries, make us partakers of your divine nature and transfigure 
us ever-more fully into the Body of Christ. We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord. 
 

ALL: Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Inspired by the Gallican Rite 

All rise as able. 
 
 

 
 
PRIEST: Blessed are you, loving and faithful Creator God. All your works, 
the heights and the depths, time and space echo the cosmic hymn of your 
praise. From the Abyss of Eternity your Silent Word summoned 
existence: oblivion withdrew and creation dawned. Eons passed as your 
Love gave birth to untold stars and galaxies, while unseen waters 
gathered on the face of the deep. By the power of your immanent Spirit 
life emerged. 
 
In the fullness of time, as your cosmos struggled to become, humankind 
evolved and the Universe came to self-consciousness, reflecting your own 
divine image. Flesh-inspirited, inspirited-flesh, you gave us minds and 
hearts, breath and voice, that we might join with all Creation in the 
ageless hymn of your glory: 
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[or recited] 
 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord! 
God of power and might! 

Heaven and Earth are full of your Glory, 
Hosanna, in the highest! 

 
+ Blessed is He who comes   

in the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest! 

Music © 1973, Robert J. Dufford, SJ and Daniel L. Schutte. Published by OCP Publications.
Reprinted with permission: OneLicense #A-727808
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PRIEST: How marvelous are the works of your hands, O Lord! As a mother 
lovingly gathers her children, so you gathered a People to yourself, to be 
as a light unto the nations and a sign of 
your covenantal love. From age to age, 
you promised mercy to our ancestors, 
and filled your People with a hunger and 
thirst, which only you could satisfy. In 
the tender compassion of your love, you 
raised up Jesus, foretold of ancient seers; 
Emmanuel, God-with-us, in whom all 
hungers are fulfilled.  
 
 
He embodied your reign in the world, preached the Good News of your love, 
healed the sick, comforted the poor, and empowered the oppressed. To a 
world that dwelt in darkness, he was Light, to a humanity enslaved by sin and 
death, he was Life. Though the powers of darkness would seek to destroy him, 
with a love stronger than death, he opened wide his arms on the cross, and 
reconciled all things to himself, surrendering his Spirit to you, his Abba. 
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EPICLESIS AND CONSECRATION 
 

PRIEST: Therefore, O God, we pray you, open wide your arms and 
surrender now to us the Holy Spirit, poured out upon these gifts of bread 
and wine, that they may become for us † the Body of Christ broken for the 
world, and † the Blood of Christ poured out for the many. 
 
On the night before he died, Jesus came to table with his disciples. He 
took bread into his hands, and giving thanks to you, O God of Creation; 
he said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his beloved, saying: 
 

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,  
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,  

WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU. 
 
Priest genuflects. All may bow. 
 
When supper was ended, taking also the cup of wine into his hands, and 
again giving thanks to you, O God of Redemption, he said the blessing 
and gave the cup to his beloved, saying: 
 

TAKE THIS, ALL OF, YOU AND DRINK FROM IT,  
FOR THIS IS THE CUP OF MY BLOOD,  

THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT, 
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY  

FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.  
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME. 

 
 
Priest genuflects. All may bow. 
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
 

PRIEST: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

 
 
PRIEST: Thine own of Thine own we offer You O Lord: Christ’s Body, 
broken and sacrificed now as bread and wine, now as your People 
gathered. Death could not bind him, for you raised him up in the Spirit 
of holiness, and by his resurrection christified the Universe. As we 
awaken to the fullness of his coming, may we be ever watchful in prayer, 
strong in love, and faithful to the breaking of the bread. 
 

Awaken us to the unity of your pilgrim church on Earth, in union with 
Archbishop Justin of Canterbury, Presiding Bishop Michael, and our own 
bishop Marc; that together with your servants Francis, Bishop of Rome; 
Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople, and with all bishops, priests, 
deacons, and all people who serve you in love that we may remain faithful 
to the gospel and undivided from the Church that is one, holy, catholic, and 
apostolic.  
 

Remember, your servant(s) N. (and N.) for whom this liturgy is offered. 
Remember all who are gathered here, and all who seek to be transfigured in You. 
 

MYSTERY OF FAITH

THE CELTIC RITE OF NEW SKELLIG
Ann McChesney-Young

Dy ing you de stroyed il lu sion,

Ris ing you re stored our un ion,

Mar a nath a, come Lord Je sus,

Al pha and O me ga!
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Lord of All, awaken to the perpetual light of the resurrection, those who 
have fallen asleep in Christ. Gather all of Creation into communion with 
Mary Theotokos, [St. N. and N.] and with all your saints wherever they may 
be. Then, at last will all Creation be one, forever consumed in your 
triunity, though Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
DOXOLOGY 
 

PRIEST: (Elevating the Plate and Cup, chanting): Through Christ, with Christ 
and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours 
almighty Father, forever and ever.  
 

ALL: (chanting): AMEN! 
 

PRIEST: Let us join then with the disciples of all ages, as we pray together 
in the Way of Christ: 
 

 

Our      Father,      who   art in heav en, hal lowed  be thy Name.

Thy  king dom come, thy    will be  done,   on   earth   as    it      is in heav en.

Give    us  this day our dai ly bread, and   for   give    us    our tres passes,

as     we     forgive     those     who tres pass a gainst us.

And   lead    us    not   in to temp   ta tion, but de liv er us from e vil.
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THE FRACTION RITE 
 
As the priest breaks the host over the paten ONE OF THE FOLLOWING is sung: 

 

(Priest  chants:  Deliver  us,  O  Lord,  from  every  evil...)

For the kingdom,       the      power,     and      the glo ry are yours,

now and for ev er. A men.
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Priest places a small piece of the Host in the chalice, praying quietly: 
 
PRIEST: † May this mingling of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bring 
eternal life to us who receive it. 
 
PRIEST (privately): Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, by the will of the Father 
and the work of the Holy Spirit your death brought life to the world. † By your holy 
body and blood free me from all my sins, and from every evil. Keep me faithful to 
your teaching, and never let me be parted from you. 
 

Priest genuflects, then raising Bread and Cup together: 
 
PRIEST: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the Sin of the world. Blessed are 

we who are divinized in him. 
 

ALL: Heal me, O Lord, of my iniquities; transform me into an icon of your Holy Spirit. 
 

PRIEST: Behold the Body of Christ: See Who you are, become Who you see. 
 
ALL: Lord, make me your other self, that I may embody your love in the world. 

Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) Music by Jacques Berthier, Taizé, OneLicense #A-727808
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COMMUNION HYMN – Refer to Music Bulletin 
 
 

ON RECEIVING COMMUNION 
 
All who are baptized are invited to partake in the Eucharist and no one who comes in good 
conscience will be turned away. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead of the Eucharist, 
you are invited to approach the Communion rail with your arms crossed over your chest 
and the Priest will offer you a blessing. You may also simply remain seated in prayerful 
communion with the congregation. 
 

It is customary to make the + sign of the cross just before receiving the consecrated 
elements and to then to respond “Amen” once the priest or minister offers the Body and 
Blood of Christ. The following formula is used: 
 
 
PRIEST/MINISTER: “The Body [Blood] of Christ”  

[or] “The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven” /  

“The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation” 
 

COMMUNICANT: AMEN! 
 
PURIFICATION OF SACRED VESSELS 

Priest purifies the sacred vessels while praying privately: 
 
PRIEST: In the breaking of the Bread, O Lord, may we be deified. In the drinking of 
the Cup we share, may we in you abide. 
 
CONTEMPLATIVE SILENCE 

After purifying the vessels, the priest is seated and the congregation enters a period 
of contemplative silence. At the conclusion, a bell is rung to call the congregation to 
join together in the Proclamation of Deification and Post-Communion Prayer. 

 
PROCLAMATION OF DEIFICATION 

ALL STAND, as the priest stands to face the congregation before the Altar. Bowing in 
reverence to Christ in the deified members of his Mystical Body; the priest proclaims: 

 
PRIEST (Bowing to congregation): The Body of Christ. 
 
ALL: (Bowing in return): AMEN! 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
PRIEST (Returning to the Altar): Let us pray. All stand. 
 
PRIEST: Triune God, in thankfulness we praise you. For through this Eucharist, 
you have renewed us in your own Image, in which there is no room for division, 
enmity, or false self. There is only Christ: who is everything and who is in 
everything. Continue to renew us in the Love of your Holy Spirit. 
 
ALL: Triune God, in the transformation of bread and wine, let the Incarnate Christ 
be not only revealed to us, but in us, so that we may be transformed evermore-so 
into the Body of Christ. Lord Jesus, make my hands your hands, my feet your feet, 
my heart your heart. Let me see with your eyes, listen with your ears, speak with 
your lips, love with your heart, understand with your mind and serve with your 
Will. By the power of the Spirit, make me your other Self. Amen. 
 
FINAL BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 

An appropriate blessing may be introduced by the priest here, concluding… 
 

PRIEST: May our All-Loving God, + Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and 
keep you now and forever. 

 
ALL: Amen. 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN – Refer to Music Bulletin 
 
Once Recessional Hymn begins, at the lead of the Presider, the Liturgical Ministers 
reverence the Altar and process down the aisle. At the conclusion of the hymn the priest or 
deacon proclaims the dismissal: 

 

 
 

Alternative Dismissal: 
 

PRIEST/DEACON: This celebration has ended. Let us go in peace to love and serve 
Christ in one another. [Alleluia!] 

 
ALL: Thanks be to God. [Alleluia!] 

Procedamus   in   pa cem. In nomine Christi. A men.

Clergy (Let us go forth in peace) People (In the name of Christ. Amen.)
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Heartful Thanks! 
 
 

Ann McChesney-Young and the Iona Choir 
 

All of our dedicated Lectors 
Especially our coordinator Tom Williams 

 
~ Pastoral Staff ~ 

 

The Rev. Liz Armstrong 
Mother Teri Waldron 

Deacon Ari Wolfe 
 

~ Acolytes ~ 
 

Bill Burrell 
Carl Diehl 

Judy Richardson 
 

~ Printing and Coordinating ~  
 

Carl Diehl 
Anna Haight 

 
 ~ The Altar Guild ~ 

 

Meredith Burrell 
Nancy Gump 

Ann Hall 
 

~ The Foraging Guild ~ 
All those dedicated to providing Altar Flowers 

 
With Love & Gratitude, 

 
Fr. Vincent Pizzuto, PhD. 

Vicar, St. Columba’s Inverness 
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