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MORNING PRAYER – ADVENT I 
 

 

  Blest be the King whose coming 

 
                 Words: Frederico J. Pagura, tr. F. Pratt Green, Music: Llangloffan 
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CELEBRANT: Beannaim Chriost ionat! 
 
ALL: Beannaim Chriost ionat! (Ben-im Kreest in-ot!) 
 
CELEBRANT: + In the name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
ALL: Amen. 
 
 

+ BLESSING OF ADVENT WREATHS + 
 
CELEBRANT: Let us pray. 
 
ALL (LED BY DEACON):  

Lord, Source of all light and love, 
Look upon us in these ever-darkening days, 
And awaken us to your abiding Presence. 
In this holy season of Advent 
 

We remember your coming to us in days of old, 
 
We watch for your coming within our hearts 
today, 
 
We await your coming again in the Great 
Consummation. 
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In this season of remembering, watching, and 
waiting may our Advent wreath invite us into the 
silent Mystery of Your ever-abiding Presence. 
 
May the candles that burn brightly upon it 
Lead us to the Christ Child who is the Light of the 
world in the midst of winter’s darkness. 
 
Grant, O Lord, that this our Advent wreath be 
A sign of faith in a world grown cold with disbelief, 
A symbol of hope in a time of gloom and despair, 
And a flaming image of love in a winter of mistrust 
and hate. 
 
May all who look upon this symbol of Advent  
Remember you,  
Keep watch for you,  
and Prepare for your return. 

 
CELEBRANT: And may Your blessing + Father of Light, + 
Son of Glory, and + Spirit of Love, be upon this Advent 
wreath and all of your Creation now and forever. 
 
ALL: Amen. 
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+ LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE + 
 
CELEBRANT:  
 
Loving God, who sent into the world your Incarnate One 
As a Light which the darkness could not overcome. 
Invest this wreath, our Advent symbol, 
With the power of your love and light. 
 
With each of these candles that is lighted, 
may we rekindle within ourselves the desire 
to prepare a way for the birth of Christ within us. 
 
With each new candled that is lighted, 
may the flame of Christ’s coming 
grow ever brighter 
until the Feast of the Nativity brings with it 
a fresh and ever-green coming of the Lord of Light 
into each of our hearts and into our whole world. 
 
Candle is lighted in silence. 
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We pray, then, that the richness of God’s blessing 
rest upon this Advent wreath, 
That in the tender compassion of our God 
The dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness  
and the shadow of death, 
And to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
+ In the Name of the Three-in-One and One-in-Three.  
 
ALL: Amen. 
 
 

+ PENITENTIAL RITE + 
 
CELEBRANT: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of 
God and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
ALL: And with your spirit. 
 
CELEBRANT: Let us pray. 
 
As we prepare the Way for Christ’s Advent in our hearts, 
let us recollect in silence those times when we have failed 
to live as beings created for love, either because of that 
which we have done or for that which we have failed to 
do. 
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Silent Examine of Conscience. 
 
CELEBRANT: Let us pray together then, to the God of 
Mercies… 
 
ALL (LED BY DEACON): I confess to Almighty God, and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned through my 
own fault; in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have 
done, and in what I have failed to do. And I ask blessed 
Mary, ever virgin, all the angels and saints, and you my 
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
Amen. 
 
CELEBRANT: + May almighty God have mercy on you, forgive 
you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep 
you in eternal life. Amen.  
 

COLLECT 
CELEBRANT: Father Eternal, whose prophets called us 
throughout the ages to prepare the way of salvation: 
when the fullness of time had come, you sent your Holy 
Spirit to overshadow a Virgin, that her child would be 
called ‘Holy’ and ‘Son of God.’ Through her consent you 
humbly poured yourself into Creation, in a self-emptying 
which human minds could not imagine nor hearts 
conceive. 
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Send upon us now the same Holy Spirit to overshadow us 
in these days of Advent, that with your first disciple, Mary, 
we may consent to the birth of Christ within us, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God of love 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

THE LESSONS 
 

[LECTOR, PLEASE UNMUTE YOUR MIC] 
 
A reading from the Book of Isaiah [64:1-9] 
 
O	that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water 
to boil— to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those 
who wait for him. 
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You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember 
you in your ways.But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a 
leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 

There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to 
take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 

Yet, O	Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you 
are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 
 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O	 Lord, and do not 
remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your 
people. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 
 Thanks be to God! 
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[PLEASE PRAY PSALM WITH MICS MUTED] 
 

ALL PRAY AFTER THE ASTERISK* 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
 
1	Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a 
flock; *shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the 
cherubim. 
 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and 
Manasseh, *stir up your strength and come to help 
us. 
 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *show the light of 
your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
4 O	Lord	God of hosts, *how long will you be 
angered despite the prayers of your people? 
 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *you 
have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
*and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
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7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *show the light of 
your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right 
hand, *the son of man you have made so strong for 
yourself. 
 
17 And so will we never turn away from you; *give 
us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
 
18 Restore us, O	Lord	God of hosts; *show the light 
of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
 
THE EPISTLE  

 
[LECTOR PLEASE UNMUTE YOUR MIC] 

 

A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 
[1:3-9] 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 
for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 
speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
THE GOSPEL 
 

DEACON: + A reading from the Holy Gospel According 
to Mark [13:24-3] 
 
 Glory to you Lord Christ. 
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Jesus said,  
 
“In those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened,  
and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven,  
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
 
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ 
with great power and glory. Then he will send out the 
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at 
the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not 
pass away until all these things have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
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Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do 
not know when the master of the house will come, in 
the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 
awake.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
 
 
 
SERMON 

KINDLY KEEP ALL MICS MUTED DURING SERMON. 
 

Deacon Ari Wolfe 
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SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
All are invited to make their candle visible for all to see 
as we hold communion with one another in 

meditative silence for five minutes. A bell 
will signal the beginning and end of our 
meditation.  
 
 
TÍRECHÁN’S CREED 

 
From The Patrician Texts from the Book of Armagh, 

670AD 
 

Our God is the God of all, 
The God of heaven and Earth,  
The God of the sea and rivers, 
The God of the sun and moon,  

The God of all the heavenly bodies,  
The God of the lofty mountains,  
The God of the lowly valleys. 
God is above the heavens; 
And beneath the heavens. 
Heaven and Earth and sea,  
And everything that is in them,  
Such is the abode of the Holy One. 
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God inspires all things, 
 gives life to all things, 
 stands above all things,  
 And stands beneath all things. 
God enlightens the light of the sun,  

strengthens the light of the night and the 
stars, 
makes wells in the arid land and dry islands in 
the sea, 
And places the stars in the service of the 
greater lights. 

 
God has a Son who is co-eternal and similar in all 
respects; 

And neither is the Son younger than the Father,  
Nor is the Father older than the Son; 
And the Holy Spirit breathes in them. 

And the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are 
inseparable.  
 
Amen. 
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THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 
Fr. Vincent will invite us all into small groups for several 
minutes to exchange a sign of peace and get to know one 
another. If you are new to St. Columba’s we welcome you. If 
you are a member already please extend a warm welcome to 
those in your group. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
DEACON: The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
All Together: 
 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
DEACON: And for whom or what else shall we pray? 
 
All are invited to voice prayers before the community, 
or offer them in the silence of your heart. 

 
[Unmute before speaking, then kindly mute again] 

 

 
PRAYER RESPONSE:  

 
DEACON: Maranatha, 

  Come Lord, Jesus! 
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CELEBRANT CONCLUDES: 
 

Lord God, hear the prayers of your people: Those we have 
voiced in the presence of your Assembly, those we hold 
in the silence of our hearts, and those for which we have 
yet to find words. In gratitude and love we entrust 
ourselves to you who knows better than we the deepest 
needs of our hearts. We ask this in the name of Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant and People Together 
 

O God you have given us the grace of this time with 
one another to celebrate your love in spiritual 
communion. In Christ, you promised that where two 
or three are gathered, you will be here among us. 
Even as we long to be together in body, be now our 
spiritual body uniting us in heart and mind and spirit. 
In this time of pandemic, let longing for deeper 
communion with one another be the grace by which 
we come to know your deepest desire to be one with 
us. Amen. 
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CELEBRANT: Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
+ And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all both now and forever. 

 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
Led by Ann McChesney-Young 
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DEACON: Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Permission to print / podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-727808. All rights reserved. 

 
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE REACHED OUT TO SUPPORT 

OUR MINISTRY! 
 

ONLINE DONATIONS MAY BE MADE TO OUR WEBSITE VIA PAY PAL  
OR CHECKS MAILED TO: 

 
ST. COLUMBA’S INVERNESS 

PO BOX 430 
INVERNESS, CA 

94937 
 

__________________________________ 

 
 

TIMING OF PLEDGES AND THE IRS 
 

MUST BE ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 2021 
If this applies to you we will call you personally to 

discuss options 
 
 

2021 PLEDGE THERMOMETER:  
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THANK YOU, PLEDGERS! 
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THIRD SUNDAY ADVENT MASS 
LIFE STREAMED FROM SANCTUARY 

10:00AM PACIFIC 
 

_________ 
CHRISTMAS EVE LESSONS & CAROLS 

LIFE STREAMED FROM SANCTUARY 
8:00PM PACIFIC 

 
VIRTUAL CHAPEL ONLINE OFFERINGS 

 
HTTPS://WWW.STCOLUMBASINVERNESS.ORG/ONLINE-OFFERINGS 

 
IF YOU ARE NEWLY JOINING US 

Please go to our website’s VIRTUAL CHAPEL to access all 
of our online offerings or to register your name and 

email to be informed of our future offerings: 
 

www.stcolumbasinverness.org 
______________________________ 

 

NEED PASTORAL ASSISTANCE? 
Please Email Anna Haight  

who can help direct your needs to the right person: 
annahaight@stcolumbasinverness.org 
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VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR 
 
Take 15 minutes to get your favorite morning 
beverage and return to us for coffee hour small group 
conversation. 

 
 

For those who would like to join us we will be breaking 
up into small groups to reflect on the Good Shepherd 
before coming back to share with the larger group. 


