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Saint Oliver Plunkett (Irish) 1629-1681 CE 
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Please respond with your microphone set on mute. 
 

Mother Teri: O God, make speed to save us.          
         

ALL:     O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 Glory to the Father, and to the  

Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen.  
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The Collect 
 

Mother Teri:      
 

O God who had Wisdom by your side as you created the world; 

we ask your guidance for ourselves and all leaders, that you 

send wisdom to us and them during the re-creation of our 

post-pandemic world, so that your people will be kind, just and 

compassionate, and the world will become the Eden you 

created in the beginning. In Your Name we pray, Amen.   

(5/19/20, St. Columba’s Noonday Prayer Group) 
 

Psalm: Mother Teri will read the lines in plain font; please 
join by repeating the lines in bold italics at home on mute. 
 

PSALM 119: 161-168 (NRSV) 

Princes persecute me without cause, 

    but my heart stands in awe of your words. 

I rejoice at your word 

 like one who finds great spoil. 

 

I hate and abhor falsehood,  

but I love your law. 

Seven times a day I praise you 

  for your righteous ordinances. 

 

Great peace have those who love your law; 

    nothing can make them stumble. 
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I hope for your salvation, O Lord, 

  and I fulfill your commandments. 

  

My soul keeps your decrees;  I love them exceedingly. 

 I keep your precepts and decrees, 

  for all my ways are before you. 

 

 

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Spirit:  
As it was in the beginning, is now,  
and will be forever. Amen.  

 
Deacon Ari: 
 
A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (18:1-11, NRSV) 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come, 
go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you hear 
my words.” So I went down to the potter’s house, and there 
he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of 
clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into 
another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do 
with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says 
the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in 
my hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I may declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and 
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break down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning 
which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my 
mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at 
another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a 
kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in 
my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my 
mind about the good that I had intended to do to it. Now, 
therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping 
evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, 
all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your 
doings. 

Deacon Ari  Hear what the Spirit is saying.             

  People     Thanks be to God.      
 

Celtic Contemplation 

Please sit comfortably and close your eyes for 15 
minutes of silent meditation. Chimes will sound to 
begin and end the time. For today’s reflection:  

“I rejoice at your word  

like one who finds great spoil.”  
~ Psalm 119 

< Meditation: 15 minutes > 
Please follow along and chant the Kyrie with us while on mute. 
 
Deacon Ari / People  
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Kyrie Eleison (Kyrie Eleison)  
    Christe Eleison (Christe Eleison) 
 Kyrie (Kyrie), Christe (Christe)  

Eleison  (Eleison) 
 

Mother Teri: Please join now in praying as Jesus 
taught... 

(ALL) Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread, and forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom,the 
power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Deacon Ari: Lord, hear our prayer;                    
People: And let our cry come to you.     
                
Deacon Ari:   Let us pray, using words from the Ita 
Compline  1

1 excerpted from the Ita Compline, Northumbria Community. 
5 



Search me, O God, and know my heart. 
Test me and know my thoughts. 

Keep Your people, Lord, in the arms of Your 
embrace. Shelter them under Your wings. 

 
Deacon Ari: For whom and what else do we pray? 
 

Please offer your intercessions here, aloud or silently.  
Prayers given aloud are followed with: 

 
Deacon Ari: We pray to the Lord  
People: Lord, hear our prayer 

Continuing after personal intercessions with... 

Be their light in darkness. 
Be their hope in distress. 
Be their calm in anxiety. 

Be strength in their weakness. 
Be their comfort in pain. 
Be their song in the night. 

Let us bless the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 

Please remain with us for discussion on today’s topic  
and scriptural reading. 

 

+++++++++++ 
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St Oliver Plunkett - Feast Day: July 1 
Patron of peace and reconciliation 

 
(from Catholic.org) 

Oliver Plunkett was born in Loughcrew in County Meath, 
Ireland on November 1, 1629. In 1647, he went to study for 
the priesthood in the Irish College in Rome. On January 1, 
1654, he was ordained a priest in the Propaganda College 
in Rome. Due to religious persecution in his native land, 
it was not possible for him to return to minister to his 
people. Oliver taught in Rome until 1669, when he was 
appointed Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of Ireland. 
Archbishop Plunkett soon established himself as a man of 
peace and, with religious fervor, set about visiting his 
people, establishing schools, ordaining priests, and 
confirming thousands. 

1673 brought a renewal of religious persecution, and 
bishops were banned by edict. Archbishop Plunkett went 
into hiding, suffering a great deal from cold and hunger. 
His many letters showed his determination not to 
abandon his people, but to remain a faithful shepherd... 
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In 1679 he was arrested and falsely charged with treason. 
The government in power could not get him convicted at 
his trial in Dundalk. He was brought to London and was 
unable to defend himself because he was not given time 
to bring his own witnesses from Ireland. He was put on 
trial, and with the help of perjured witnesses, was 
sentenced to be hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn. 
With deep serenity of soul, he was prepared to die, calmly 
rebutting the charge of treason, refusing to save himself 
by giving false evidence against his brother bishops. 
Oliver Plunkett publicly forgave all those who were 
responsible for his death on July 1, 1681.  
 

In 1995, DNA testing was done on the surviving mummified 

remains of St. Plunkett - his head. For those who would like to 

take a look, there is an article on this at: 

https://www.independent.ie/regionals/droghedaindependent/lifestyle/dna-testing-on-saints-h
ead-27145393.html 
 

More information can be found in an article about the 

unveiling of a statue of the saint, installed at St. Patrick’s 

Cathedral, Armagh. 

https://www.irishnews.com/lifestyle/faithmatters/2019/07/11/news/honouring-st-oliver-plu

nkett-with-the-martyrs-of-yesterday-today-and-tomorrow-1659588/] 
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Scriptural Study 
18 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord:  

2 “Come, go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.”  

3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel.  

4 The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into 
another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

5 Then the word of the Lord came to me:  

6 Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like 
the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.  

7 At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and 
break down and destroy it, 

 8 but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind 
about the disaster that I intended to bring on it.  

9 And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and 
plant it,  

10 but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the 
good that I had intended to do to it.  

11 Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the 
Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all 
of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 

 

After the discussion: Creating a Collect 

 

O God, who…  

We ask… 

So that… 

In your name we pray. Amen. 
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